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Al things are of God, who baths 
econciled us to himſelf” 25 Jeſs Christ, 
n hath Ziden ro "UT the Ir H of, 
conciliation 5 oO ds. 

Towit; that Goff was'Þr Chin 7. 
nciling the World unto himſelf, not 
puting their Treſpaſſes uuto them; 


Reconciliatiun. A n 
Now then we are Ambaſſudours for 
briſt, as though God did beſeech you by 


1: we pray you in Chriſt's fiead, Be Je 
econciled Zo Cod. 


lemn and awakening ſound in 


he Goſpel, and to the Hearers of it. 
he Firſt of theſe, the Preachers of the 


olpel, duly confidering the Weight 


nd Importance of theſe Words, cannot 


ereby. To confider well, that t them 
 $10en the Miniſtery, that unto them 1s 
A2 | com- 


WORE 


1d Huth committe 125 o us 'the With 


HES E Words beans a very ſo- 


them, both to the Preachers of 


ut be awefully moved and affected 
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18 rds do very powe: 
fully excite, both the Preachers an 
Hearers of the Goſpel, to the Diſcharg 
and Performance of their reſpective Du 
ties: So do they (conſider'd ſingly h 
themſelves, without any regard to the 
Context) moſt aptly ſupply and furnill 
the Former, with proper, adequate an 
gradual Meaſures and Grounds, where 
by to proceed, and whereon to inſit 
for the Inſtruction of the Latter fte 
a general way, in the whole compals d 
common Duty incumbent on both * b. 
be _ What 


what is neceflary to be known and done 
by us all, concerning. our Reconcilia- 
tion with Gop. And that by leading 
to the Reſolution of theſe Three ſuc- 
ceſſiye Inquiries, 


I. Firſt, How we came to need a Re- 
deemer, in order to our Reconciliation 
with GoD. — | 

1. Second , How far, and in what 
reſpect, we are already Reconciled to 
Se by our Redeemer. | 

3. Thirdly, What are the Terms and 
Conditions of our being fully and fi- 
nally Reconciled to Go D, through Him. 


The, Reſolution of theſe Three Jn: | 
quiries will exhibit a full account of the 
general Nature of our Religion, the 
right Underſtanding of which, is a 
matter of the firſt Concernment and 
Importance to every Chriſtian; and 
therefore I will endeayour to Reſolve 
each Inquiry, in as ſhort a compaſs as 
your Patience may require, and in 
Wiuch a clear and plain manner, as by 
every —• Capacity may be coni- 
prehended. 11 


6 1 | 

1. Now the F:r/? Inqu iry which Iam 
to reſolve 1 1s, How we came to need a 
Redeemer, in order to our Reconcilia 
tion with GOD. 9 

As All things are of God, ſo he con. 
ſtituted _— a prolifick moral A gent, 
who accordingly as he preſerv d, or loft 
his Innocence, was to Propagate a pure, 
or a corrupted Nature to his Deſcen- 
dents. This is viſible in the Effect and 
Event: For as Adam ſinn d, and there. 
by corrupted his own Nature; ſo we 
find, by lamentable Epxerience, that he 
has tranſmitted a corrupt Nature to us 
his Poſterity. 
And the Scripture alſo aan us, 

that he has done ſo. Adam begat a Sor 
in his own likeneſs, after his Image 
and called his name Seth, ſays Moſes, 
Gen. 5. v. 3. which Words at firſt view 
may ſeem to import no more, but that 
Adam begat a Son like himſelf in his 

external Shape and Figure, without 

any regard to the internal Pollution of 
his Nature: But this does not reach 
the ſtrict literal Senſe, much leſs does 


it come up to the remarkable Circum- 


ſtanc 53 of the Text. Firſt, This Con- 
ſtruction 


ſtruction does not anſwer the ſtrict lite- 


7 


ral Senſe of the Words: For, for Adam 
io beget a Son in his own likeneſs, muſt 

in ſtrict Propriety fignify, 70 franſimit 
to him juſt ſuch a Nature as his on 
Now his own was a Polluted one; and 
therefore if Adam did beget a Son like 
himſelf, in ſtrictneſs of ſpeaking, he 
muſt propagate a polluted Nature unto 
him. But, if the outward and viſible 
Similitude of Adam in Seth, might be 
thought, in a large and popular way of 
ſpeaking, to anſwer the force and com- 
paſs of this Expreſſion; yet it does by 
no means come up to the remarkable 
Circumſtances of the Text. Adam be- 
gat a Son in his own Likeneſs, after his 
own [mage. Something Extraordinary 
doubtleſs was intended to be pointed 
out by this Repetition: And what can 
that be, but the hereditary Pollution 
of human Nature? That as Adam him- 
{elf was created after the Image of Go p, 
which tis alſo. obſervable we are re- 
minded of in Verſ. I. of this Chapter: 
So Seth was begotten after the Image 
of Adam, as now depraved and cor- 
rupted, changd and alte: d, as to the 
Moral 


e e 
Moral part of it, from that in which 
GD made him. And there is one thing 
more to be obſerv d, to confirm and 
ſtrengthen this Explication. Adam be. 
gat a Son in his own Likeneſs, after 
his own Image; and called his Name 
Seth. If we could conceive that the 
Holy Gho/t ſhould concern himſelf to 
obſerve to us, that Adam propagated 
his viſible Similitude, as all other Cres. 
tures do, we might rather however 


expect to find it ſpoken of his Firſt Son; Wi 


but hat we do not: and the Reaſon nv 
doubt is, becauſe there was more in. 
tended in it; even that Adams in- 
ternal Corruption alſo is tranſmitted 
'to his Poſterity. And for this Reaſon 
this Obſervation might beſt be reſeryd 
till that Son ſhould be Born, in whoſe 
Family the Race of Mankind was to 
be preſervd, (which was Seth, from 
whom, as we ſee in the following part 
of this ch Chapt. of Gen. Noah lineally 
deſcended) that ſo we might be aſſur d, 
by the expreſs Teſtimony of God him- 
ſelf, that Corruption is deriv'd upon 


and Fountain of their Nature. 


all Mankind from Alam, the Spring 
And 


in the pure Eyes of Gop, we hereby 


— K 
And accordingly the Pſalmiſt moſt 
expreſly owns and bewails this Heredi- 
tary Corruption in himſelf, in the 5ſt 


Vfalm, ver. 5. Behold I was ſhapen in 


Iniquity, and in Sin did my Mother con- 
cerve me. Which Words do plainly put 
this Matter out of all doubt: For if 
the Pſalmiſt had reaſon to confeſs Thus, 
who ought not with the profoundeſt 
Humility to make the ſame Confeſſion? 

Now all Sin being neceſſarily Odious 


naturally became the Objects of God's 


Hatred and Diſpleaſure: And ſo the 


Apoſtle: tells us, Eobeſ. 3. 2. that 7e 
are by Nature the Children of Wrath, 
And fince we are ſo, as it is therefore 
certain, that we cannot prevent it; ſo 
it is alſo evident, that we cannot re- 
dreſs it; nor of our ſelves recover into 


God's Favour again; but if left to our * | 


ſelves, ſhould be conſtantly carried by 
the fatal Biaſs of our depraved Nature 
to freſh Provocations, and muſt inevi- 
tably remain the eternal Objects of his 
Wrath and Vengeance. 

And indeed the Condition of Fallen 


Man, conſider d ſimply as ſuch, ſeems 
B to 


can now explain, or than) they could 


10 
to be much the ſame with that of the 
Angels that Fell; who are utterly de. 
ſtitute of all Power to do Good, and 
ſeal d up and condemn d to Wickednek 
and Miſery. But, whereas the Angelz 
Fell by their Own proper Act, by the 
perfect and abſolute Freedom of theit 
own Wills, They periſh without hopes 
of Redemption: But he Children if 
Adam, who were to be made Partakers 
of their Parents Sin, and that in a Way 
they could no more help than (they 


help their being Born; have therefore 
a Redeemer . graciouſly provided for 
them, whoſe bleſſed Undertaking: by a 
more abounding Act of Mercy, | has 
reach d and included their Parents alſo, 
To ask whether, or how, it could have 
been conſiſtent with the ſuſtice of Divine 
Providence, to ſuffer us to Fall under 
this Condition, if Chriſt had not been 
to Die to Redeem us out of it, ſeems 
at beſt an Unneceſſary Queſtion: For 
why may we not be content to take 
things as we find them, to follow God 
in his Own Ways, and be determin'd 


what 


only of what He might 74/2 do, by | 


[ x2 } 


what He has a&Fzally done. Since this 


alone is ſufficient to filence all Diſputes, 

and baniſh every Seruple out of our 
Minds. As will appear if we proceed 
to the Reſolution of the 


2. Second Inquiry, namely, How 
far, and in what reſpect, we are already 
Reconciled to God, by (Ps our Re- 
deemer. 


In the Firſt Verſe of my Text the 
Author of it tells us, that God hath 
reconciled us to Himſelf by Jeſus Chri/t. 
Which Words confider'd excluſively to 
the Nature of Religion, and the Body 
of the Scriptures, might poſſibly be in- 
terpreted of a compleat and perfe& 
Reconcthation procured for us by Chriſt, 
independently on our Performance of 
any Conditions required of us. But as 
the very Nature and Notion of Religi- 
on, and the whole Tenour of the Goſ- 
pel forbids ſuch a Conſtruction; ſo the 
very next Verſe ſeems to be inſerted on 
purpoſe to prevent it: to wit, That 
Cod as in Chriſt, reconciling the World 
uno himſelf. We were before told, 


that God hath reconciled us to him 


B 2 1 


F Os. ont W 
ſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, But the Meaningſſþ t! 

of that is here declared to be, that Hee i! 
was reconciling us to Himſelf by Him, 
Was reconciling ; this Expreſſion im. 
plies the Thing not to be already Fi. 
niſht, but that ſomething was done to. 
wards it; and what that is we are told 
in the Words that follow, Nor imp. 
ting their Treſpaſſes unto them ; which 
yet will be found ſufficient, to clear the 
Divine Oeconomy ( namely, the Way 
and Manner of Gop's Dealing with 
Mankind) of all Imputation of In. 
juſtice or Hardſhip; and therefore does 


well deſerve to have the Nature of it Ho 
rightly ſtated and explaind. Jor 
As it has been ſhewn then under thepol 
former Head, that we were Virtually: 
made Sinners by Adam ; in that by the 1 
Order and Appointment of God, as 
many as ſhould proceed from his Loins Ned 


(mediately as well as immediately, as 
has been inſtanced in the Perſon of 
David, as well as Sezb) were to be Born 
after his Image, and that therefore 
when he Fell, we all Virtually Fell in 
him: So as to our own Perſonal Acti. 


ons, though ye are not able to liye up 
to 


13 
ingſſlo the Demands of God's Law, and it 
Hehe impoſſible for us per/efly to Obey 
im. It; yet are we not in any degree (as to 
huty I mean) freed, by Chriſt, from 
.Wubjection to it. For Chriſt came not, 
he tells us himſelf, Matt. 7. 17. 10 
roy the Law, but to fulfill it - that 
„ Not to take away the Authority of 
he Law over us, but to advance and 
e-inforce it. We owe perfect exact 
Obedience to every Command of the 
aw ſtill, in point of Duty, and we 
In whenever we do in the leaſt tranſ- 
greſfs any One of them. For indeed, 
ow elſe could we be ſaid to be Par- 
jon d; ſeeing Pardon neceſſarily ſup- 
oles Sin, as Sin ſuppoſes an Obliga- 
tion to Obedience? And in this, I think, 
[ ipeak the Univerſal Senſe of all Chri 
Itans; who with one Mouth acknow- 
ledge it Impoſſible for Man to live 
ithout Sin. Thy 
Our Reconciliation therefore with 
GOD, as already abſolutely procured 
re for us by Cþr:87, does not conſiſt in his 
in intercepting, or ſtopping the Current 
t Jof Original Pollution, flowing down 
ppvpon us from Adam: Nor yet in his 
0 . re- 


14. 
re · inſtating us into a Capacity of perſſ;; 
forming the whole Law of Gov, be 
evacuating, or taking away our Oblig; 
tion to Obey, /o nung of it, as to th 
preſent Infirmity of Human Nature i 


# 


Impracticable. 

But in what reſpect then are we Re 
conciled to GoD through Christ? or 
How are our Treſpaſſes, through Him 
not imputed unto us? Why the Truth 
of the Caſe in ſhort is this. 

It is indeed a receiy d leading Maxi 
in Divinity, that The Law require 
Perfect, but the Goſpel only Sincert 
Obedience. But for the right Under 
ſtanding of this we muſt obſerve, that 
both the Law and the Goſpel, may ba 
confider'd under this Twofold Reſpet, 
As a Rule of Life, or As a Covenant if 
Salvation. The Goſpel, conſider d as a 
Rule of Life, is full as ftri& as the Law: 
But whereas the Law requires perfed 
unſinning Obedience, as a Covenant oy 
Salvation, as well as a Rule of Life; tr 
the Goſpel, though it does indeed re. 
quire perfect Obedience; as a Nule offi 
Lite, yet it does not infiſt upon it, ass 
a Covenant of Salvation, but 4s * ( 

as 


[ x5) 
peiſlas admitted an exchange of perfect for 
breere Obedience. 
ig and here it is that the Abatements 
the the Goſpel begin; and in this, as to 
ei hat concerns Obedience, does the di- 
tnguiſhing Nature of it lay. 
Rel As we are by Nature Born in Sin, 
id the Children of Wrath, and con- 
quently, as ſuch, or according.to the 
Md Man, prone to an eternal Courſe 
f Perſonal. Tranſgreſſions #brough A. 
m. So we are therefore by Chra/t 
de the Children of Grace; ſo far, 
xdinſuch reſpect, Reconciled to Gov 
gin, through His Sufferings and Sa- 
isfaction for us, as to be re- eſtabliſſi d 
to a New and ſecond Covenant with 
im, ſuitable, to the Frailty and Weak- 
eſs of our Fallen and Corrupted Na- 
ure; having New Supplies and AC. 
Whances of Grace afforded us, ſufficient 
0 enable us to perform what (as the 
dition of Salvation, though not as 
Wit Duty) is required of us. 
Thus hath Gop, through Chri8, 
oft imputed our Treſpaſſes — 45 : But 
by Adam's Sin we are Unayoidably 
ounded, ſo by Chriſts Stripes we are 
Freely 


[ 16 ]* 
Freely healed. Our Happineſs or M 
ſery is again Depending on our Oy 
Choice: And therefore inſtead of d. 
ring to cenſure the Providence of Gy 
for ſuffering us to be Unavoidably ſul 
ject to Sin, let us with humble A 
behold the Great Myſtery of Godlineſ 
which Angels themſelves deſire to loc 
into; and with Hearts full of Grati 
tude, bleſs Gop for his ſtupendou 
Goodneſs and Love towards us, in pre 
viding ſuch a Remedy for us; and witli 
continual Watchfulneſs and Diligenc 
exert our Endeayours to make the 
Remedy effectual to us. Which ad 
un Reſolution of our doit 


3. Third Inquiry, viz. What are th 
Terms and Conditions of our bein 
fully and finally Reconciled to Gol 
through Christ, our Redeemer. N 
pray you, be ye Reconciled 7 Cod. 


It has been already etrifiondigd 
plain d, How yincere Obedience, und: 
the Second Covenant, comes in th. 
room of perfect under the Firſt. AH 
here, ſeeing this Sincerity of -Obediſ'! 
ence paſſes, after a general way of ſpeak-* 
ing 


81 
ing, for; the Condition of our Salva 
ion 12021, as Perfect Obedience was 
under the F2r/7Covenant : To ſet this 
Iratter in a juſt and clear Light, it is 
requiſite to remark farther, That in 
15 Sincerity of Obedience, to make 
It the full and adequate Condition of 
our Salvation, there are theſe Two 
Jungs to be ſuppos'd to be included, 
aith and Repentance; ſo that Sin- 
erity of: Obedience, beſides its own 
proper and ſtrict ſignification, muſt be 
Wonceiv'd to comprehend alſo Sincere 
Obedience to the Goſpel; both in be- 
beving its great Doarine of Juſtifica- 
oon, or Salvation, only for the ſake, 
* id through the Merits of Chriſt; and 
„ lewiſe in repenting, or Recovering 
„ein into a ſtate of proper Sincerity 
Whenever we have fallen ſhort of it; 
Per Both theſe things the Goſpel doth 
io command. And upon —＋ account 
eilt is, that Sincerity of Obedience may, 
nd" a large ſenſe, be ſaid to be the Con- 
mh@ition'of Salvation under the Goſpel. 
An But to difcourſe more explicitly and 
bediÞiſtinaly, 1 conceive the Terms and 
xealFonditions of aur Salyation , of our 
ing C WEE Þ® 


| So now that we have loſt our Inno 


Kid, in the 13. Chapt. of the Revela 


[ 18 ] 
full and final Reconciliation with Go 
may be moſt fit ly expreſs'd, as in oy 
ro ords, ſo in this Order. 


Faith, Sincerity of Obedience, ani 
Repentance. 


The Firſt een of our full and 
final Reconciliation with Go Dis Faith 
By which is meant, as was juſt hinted 
4 Belief 3 in Chr:8, or an entire Truf 
in his Merits: I ſay, in His Merits 
For as under the Law, if Man hat 
maintain'd his Innocence, he had me 
rited Happineſs by his own good Works 


cence, and Perfect Obedience is ſtil 
requird as a Duty, though not 28 
Condition of Salvation, we can only b 
juſtified by the Merits of Chi in 
puted to us. And accordingly he 


at the 8h Verſe, to be he Lamb /lat 
from the Foundation of the Mor 
And St. Peter tells us expreſsly, anti 
4® Chapt. of the As of the. Apoſtles, 
the 12" Verſe, that Zhere is no Salus 
tion in any other for there is nol 
OPher Name. under Heaven given amon 


Me 


L 9 8 
Men whereby we mit be ſaved. Upon 
J which! account; it muſt needs be One) 
and that the Firſt Condition of our Sa 
Nation, to diſclaim all Pretenſion ta 
Merit in our Selves, and to depend and 
rely only on the Merits of Chris. 


Another and the next Condition of 
"WM our full and final Reconciliation with 
60 bp, is Sincerity of Obedience. That 
Sincerity of Obedience is required, in 
order to our full and final Reconcilia- 
tion with Go p, appears from the whole 
Tenour and Current of the Goſpel. But 
.M {ccing 1 deſign all convenient Brevity, 
Iwill only produce two or three Paſ- 
iges. In the Fifth Chapter of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews, at the Ninth 
Verſe, we are told, that Chriqt is he- 
come the Author of eternal Salvation to 
all them that Obey: him. And in the 
Twelfth Chapter of the ſame Epiſtle, 
at the Fourteenth. Verſe, it is expreſsly 
declared, that t hout Holineſs no man 
all ſee the Lord. And our Bleſſed Sa- 
JVviour requires us to keep the Com- 
mandments of God, as a Condition: 
of our entring inta the Kingdom of 


nr“ 


— 


[ 20 ] 1 
Heaven, thou wilt enter into Liſe 
keep the Commanaments, Matt. 19, 1) 
Theſe are plain Texts, of which it muſh G 
be ſaid at once, That as they do ex 
preſsly require us, in order to our ful 
ture Salvation and Happineſs, to leadfſhr 
a holy Life, to obey Gop, and keeyſſur 
his Commandments: So ſince we can. 
not do this to Exactneſs and Peryfectiun, ct. 
nothing elſe can be ſuppos d to be meant 
thereby, conſider d as a Condition off 
Salvation, but that we do it Sincerely, 
in the beſt Manner we can, and to the 
utmoſt of our Power. But this the 
very beſt Men do ſometimes fall ſhort 
of; and therefore (ſuch is the Goodneſs 
of Gon towards us) we have leave to 
riſe again, and recover by Repentance. 
Which is the Third and remaining 
Condition of our Pardon and Salva. 
tion, and is ſo frequently taught and n 
inculcated in the Goſpel, that I ſhall NN. 


_ only, for Form's ſake, give you one In- io 


ſtance; and that ſhall be out of the In 
Third Chapter of the Ats of the A Wt 


poſdles, at the Nineteenth Verſe , Re- I 
pent, and be converted, that your Sins 


may be blotied our. 


r 

Theſe are the Terms and Conditions 
Jour being fully and finally Reconciled « 

op through Christ. Without our 
ligent and due Peformance of which, 
e ſhall be ſo far from being the better 
all that Cþri& hath Suffer d and Pro- 
ird for us, that our Condemnation 
Will be ſo much the heavier, for neg- 
ting to make the required Uſe and 
nprovement of it. 
Upon which moſt moving Conſidera- 
on, Let us in the Firſt-Place, with 
Readineſs and Reſignation of Mind, 
cave the fundamental Point in the 
economy of the Chriſtian Religion; 
hat is, Let us firmly and heartily be- 
ere and acknowledge, that there nei- 
her is, nor can be any ſuch thing as 
ng proper Merit in our ſelves, but that we 
a · re to Hope All from the Sufferings 
nd Satisfaction of Chriſt for us. 
And then, as to the Second Condi - 
Jon of our Salvation, Let us earneſtly 
ndeayour all we can, to lead a conſtant, 
eady, and uniform Life of Piety and 
irtue. 
And as often as we fail therein, Let us 
the un and Laſt Place, immedi- 
| ately 


ately fecover by Repentance. 


Repentance. 


( 22 ] 
For i 
the laſt Extremity of Danger, to eff 
courage our ſelves in Sin in hopes 
The infinite Goodnif 
and Mercy of Gop in accepting | 
pentance, was never intended to give 
Looſe to Wickedneſs, but to preſer 
and ſecure our Endeavours after Ho 
nefs. For what through the ſubtleD 
ceitfulneſs of the Fleſh, and exaſperſ 
ting Provocations of Men, and the u1 
perceptible Stratagems of the Devil { 
conding Both, it is morally impoſſib 
always to maintain a due and decet 
Command of our Appetites and Pa 
ons; and therefore if there were 
Poſſibility of recovering by Repen 
ance, we ſhould thereby be driven 
Careleſsneſs and Deſpair. But no 
that Pardon 1s indulg'd to Penitent ( 
fenders, we are hereby excited to t 
ſpeedy making of our Peace with Go 
again, and to the diligent working 0 
of our Salvation with Fear and Tren 
bling. And let us then, whenever 
apprehend our ſelves, in any caſe, t 
have tranſgreſs'd our Duty, preſent! 
enter on a ſuitable Repentance for | 
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„t us carefully ſearch and examine, 
or ¶ at it was that betray'd us into thoſe 
to es and Failings that we have been 
Pes Wilty of; and induſtriouſly prepare and 
Dang. our ſelyes againſt it for the time 
come. And having thus timely re- 
Ner'd our ſelves out of the Snare of 
ie Devil, let us for the future ſtrive 
that we can, to approve our ſelves the 
orthy Servants of GoD. Let us, to 
"Wnclude, Make it our chief and prin- 
al Aim and Buſineſs, to Live Well, 
ud to do Good in the World; and with 
mſtant and unwearied Diligence pro- 
Wicute our great and weighty Defign ; 
ticking at no Pains, ſparing no La- 
hour,” to improve our Selves, or bene- 
it Others; ſtill carrying this in our 
Minds, for our never - fal ng Support 
nd Encouragement herein, That the 
Better we are, and the More Good we 
do, the Greater proportionably wal 
dur Reward be. 
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